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According to the Cuban government's international news service Prensa Latina, on Feb. 18,
government officials commenced a week-long "anti-crime" paramilitary drill to encourage and
train Cubans to "root out enemies of the state." The "Single Vigilance and Protection System"
of paramilitary squads is charged with curbing Cuba's rising crime rate and repressing social
protest, both resulting from severe shortages and government cutbacks. The "system" incorporates
everything from the recently- armed worker brigades and Communist Party block committees
to police and border guards into a coordinated vigilante force under party control. The drill was
accompanied by a round of navy and air force exercises demonstrating Cuba's ability to fend off
a US invasion. Cuban officials have reported on the rising incidence of "economic crimes." One
of most spectacular was the recent theft of 32 metric tons of frozen chicken, valued at US$242,658,
from a government warehouse. A chicken purchased on the black market can cost up to US$35,
while chicken bought on the government ration card (allotting one pound per person once a month)
is priced at 70 cents per pound. (Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 02/24/92; Notimex, 02/22/92,
03/02/92; Reuter, 02/18/92, 03/03/92)
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